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TAGS: PFOR, 

SUB J : VIETNAMESE VIEWS OF U.S. 

1 . SUMMARY: NORWAY'S AID AGENCY DIRECTOR, ARNE ARNESEN, GAVE US A 
BRIEF READOUT OF HIS RECENT FOUR-DAY VISIT TO HANOI(HE RETURNED 
TO OSLO DECEMBER 12). THE VIETNAMESE SPOKE TO HIM ABOUT THEIR 
REACTION TO MR. VANCES'S APPOINTMENT. 

2. ACCORDING TO ARNESEN, THE PURPOSE OF HIS TRIP TO HANOI WAS TO 
REVIEW THE STATUS OF NORWAY'S BILATERAL AID TO VIETNAM. MOST OF 

THE TIME HE TALKED TO HIS WORKING LEVEL COUNTERPARTS WHO CONSTANTLY 
STRESSED THE VIETNAMESE DESIRE TO BROADEN VIETNAM'S RELATIONS WITH 
OTHER COUNTRIES OF SOUTH ASIA AND BEYOND. 

3. AT THE END OF HIS VISIT, ARNESEN WAS SUMMONED TO A MEETING WITH 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER THAN HIEN WHO STATED THAT THE VIETNAMESE 
WERE OPEN-MINDED ABOUT COOPERATING WITH OTHER COUNTRIES AND STRESSED 
(ALMOST RITUALISTICALLY, ARNESEN NOTED) THAT "FOR THE TIME-BEING" 
VIETNAM WOULD REPY ON AID MAINLY ON THEIR SOCIALISTIC COMRADS OF 
EASTERN EUROPE. 

4. ARNESEN ASKED HIEN WHAT THE VIETNAMESE THOUGHT OF SECRETARY- 
DESIGNATE VANCE'S APPOINTMENT. HIEN REPLIED THAT THE VIETNAMESE 
DID NOT KNOW MR. VANCE. HOWEVER, THEY WERE AWARE HE HAD BEEN WITH 
AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN IN PARIS, AND THEY VIEWED HARRIMAN AS A "GOOD 
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STRAIGHT-FORWARD MAN." LEAVING ARNESEN WITH THE IMPRESSION THAT THE 
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VIETNAMESE WERE FAVORABLY DISPOSED TOWARD MR. VANCE. ARNESEN ALSO 
TOLD US THAT THE VIETNAMESE DID NOT SEEM TO BE CONCERNED WITH THE 
U.S. VETO OF VIETNAMESE UN MEMBERSHIP AND TOLD HIM THAT THEY EX- 
PECTED THAT PRESIDENT -ELECT CARTER WOULD SEE THE PROBLEM DIFFER- 
ENTLY FROM THE PRESENT U.S. ADMINISTRATION. 

ANDERS 
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